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Name                      Period         
 

Lesson 3: The Inca 
 
Directions:  Read the summary to reveal how the Inca ruled a vast empire in the Andes Mountains.  As you read, 
highlight/underline important details in each section that relate to that section’s title.  Think about what you already know, 
what you want to know, and what you have learned after reading the summary. 
 

Vocabulary

 

 

 

quipu a rope with different lengths and colors of knotted cord used to keep track of things 
 
 

A Vast Empire (p. 197) 
The Inca Empire of South America was the 

largest and richest empire the Americas had ever 

seen. The empire stretched down the western side 

of the Andes. It included dozens of different 

peoples. Little is known about the Inca’s 

beginnings. Much of what we do know comes from 

the archaeological site of Machu Picchu. It was a 

mountaintop city that may have been home to 

about 1,000 people. Many buildings there were 

temples. The city may have been a religious center. 

Cuzco was the Inca capital established by the first 

Inca ruler, Manco Capac. About A.D. 1200, the 

Inca civilization was not very large. But by 

conquering some neighboring peoples and forming 

alliances with others, the empire became huge. 
 

An Empire Is Born (p. 198) 
A man named Pachacuti may have been the 

main reason the Inca built a huge empire. In 1438 

a people called the Chancas attacked the Inca. The 

Inca ruler, Viracocha, ran away. But one of his 

sons, Pachacuti, stayed to fight. Pachacuti defeated 

the Chancas and became the Inca emperor, or 

ruler. He expanded the Inca territory by 

conquering nearby peoples. Conquered men 

became Inca soldiers. The Inca army grew in size 

and strength. Pachacuti also was a great builder. 

Under his leadership many buildings went up in 

Cuzco. In 1471 Pachacuti’s son, Topa Inca, became 

emperor. Topa Inca conquered many peoples in the 

region. He nearly doubled the size of the Inca 

Empire. 
 

Empire Builders (p. 199) 
The huge Inca Empire held together because 

of smart government. When the Inca conquered a 

people, they allowed the old ruler to stay in power 

as long as he was loyal to the Inca. 

 

Conquered rulers then had little reason to fight the 

Inca, although they did pay taxes to the Inca. The 

Inca government carefully watched over the people 

in the empire. There was a chain of command. It 

included the ministers of the empire, the traveling 

inspectors, and the governors of the provinces. Each 

governor was in charge of about 10,000 Inca 

subjects, as well as other government workers. 

When the emperor gave an order, it went down the 

chain of command to everyone in the empire. The 

Inca never developed a system of writing. But they 

did use quipu, a rope with different lengths and 

colors of knotted cords, to keep records for many 

things. We have learned about the Inca government 

from quipu. The Inca also were good stoneworkers. 

They cut stones and fit them together so well that 

they did not need to use cement. 
 

Inca Roads (p. 200) 
Using their engineering skills, the Inca built amazing 

roads. In fact, they built more than 14,000 miles of 

roads to link together the empire. The Inca did not 

use wheels to move things, so their roads did not 

have to be of a certain width. Some roads were not 

much more than footpaths. Others were wide and 

paved. Inca roads were used by only government 

officials and military. Some roads are still around 

today. 
 

The Inca Legacy (p. 201) 
The Inca Empire did not last very long. Yet 

their ruins show us that their cities were 

magnificent. In 1527 civil war broke out in the 

Inca Empire. Just as the war was ending, the 

Spanish explorer Francisco Pizarro arrived. He had 

only 167 men. But he did have horses and 

firearms. This helped him conquer the already 

weakened Inca Empire. 

 
 

 

Lesson 3 Summary 

Use with Pages 196–201. 
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Name                      Period             Lesson Review 
 

 

Lesson 3: The Inca 
 

Directions:  Write True or False on the line after each sentence. If the sentence is false, circle  just the false part and 

then rewrite that part of the sentence on the line to make it true.  Read the sentence back to yourself with the 

replaced word(s); it should now be a true statement.  You will use your textbook and/or Lesson 3 summary to find 

ALL of your answers.  (Hint: Look at the highlighted words in your textbook to help check most of your answers.) 
 

 

p. ______  1.   The Aztec people of South America built the largest and richest empire the Americas had ever 

seen.  _________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 p. ______  2.   The first Inca ruler was Manco Cuzco. ______________________________________________ 
 
 

 p. ______  3.   Pachacuti helped save the Inca Empire by defeating the Chancas.   
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 p. ______  4.   Topa Inca nearly doubled the size of the Inca Empire during his reign as emperor.   
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 p. ______  5.   One of the most amazing accomplishments of Inca engineering was their road building.   
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 p. ______  6.   The Inca roads were built to be used by the common people and military only. 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 p. ______  7.   When the Incas conquered new peoples and territories, they allowed the conquered rulers to stay 

in power.  _____________________________________________________________________  

 

 p. ______  8.   The Inca never developed a system of writing. ______________________________________ 
 
 

 p. ______  9.   A quipu was a rope with various lengths and colors of vines. 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 p. ______  10.  Francisco Pizarro used horses and firearms to defeat the Inca. 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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